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Pontus, and in effect forced war upon the now by no means reluctant Mithradates. His arms were completely successful; the Greek cities of Asia rose against the Roman residents, and half the cities of Greece itself joined the alliance. It appeared as if Mithradates was going to snatch her whole Eastern dominion from Rome, and it was this alarming prospect which caused the appointment of Sulla to command the Eastern armies in the year 87.
With Sulla's appearance in Greece the situation changed. The Peloponnesians at once deserted Mithradates. Athens held out for a long time. Sulla, when he had reduced it, met the armies of Mithradates in Boeotia and routed them at Chaeronea and Orchomenus. Then in Asia and the islands Galatians and Greeks rose against the King of Pontus, having realized that his tyranny was worse than that of Rome. In the meantime the Marians had made themselves masters of Rome and had outlawed Sulla, who was therefore willing enough to make peace with Mithradates on the basis of the status quo ante bellum. But the negotiations dragged on; Sulla's lieutenant, Fimbria, advanced into Asia, and Sulla himself had to hurry after him to prevent him from appropriating the credit of the peace which was now dictated to Mithradates. The King of Pontus retired into his own dominion, and the former kings were once more restored in Bithynia and Cappadocia.
Before returning to Rome, Sulla imposed an immensely increased burden of taxation upon Asia. He went back to Rome, but he had omitted to make any provision against a recurrence of the struggle.
Sulla was no sooner dead than Mithradates set to work again. He procured the alliance of his son-in-law Tigranes, King of Armenia, who had already made himself paramount over Syria. He made friends with the pirates whom Pompey was soon to destroy. Then the King of Bithynia died, and, after the example of Attalus, left his kingdom to Rome. Mithradates at once advanced upon Bithynia, and was besieging the city of Cyzicus, when Lucullus arrived to take the field against him. The new commander's generalship forced Mithradates to raise the siege without the fighting of a battle; the enemy's fleet was destroyed and Lucullus marched into Pontus. There, in 72, a panic among the troops of Mithradates enabled him to seize their camp along with much treasure. Mithradates had to take flight to Tigranes in Armenia.
Lucullus then spent some time in reorganizing the affairs of the province of Asia, much to the benefit of the provincials and to the extreme annoyance of the financial folk. Then, in spite of much discontent in the army, which disliked his rigid discipline, he marched into Armenia, having realized that Tigranes must be crushed. An overwhelming victory, almost bloodless for the Romans, but for the enemy a terrific slaughter, gave the Armenian capital Tigranocerta